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to look on these images while engaged in their prayers,
and used since their childhood to think of them as holy,
were much pained by behaviour which seemed to them
impious. Out-of-the-way country districts were still on
the whole Catholic in feeling, and did not favour the
ideas of the Reformers, as did London and the large
towns. There was a serious rebellion in Devonshire, and
another in Norfolk, which were only put down by hard
fighting.

Thus Somerset grew unpopular; men blamed him
for what he had done, and also for many things for which
he was not responsible.

His place was taken by Northumberland, who was a
selfish man, only interested in maintaining his own
and udy power. He caused Somerset to be executed; and he
rey. carrje^ tjie Reformation still further, because he thought
that the Reformers were the only people who would
support him.

One thing was clear. If Edward VI was to die, Mary,
who was a Catholic, would at once depose Northumber-
land; and Edward VI was a very weakly boy. In a last
hope of preserving his power, Northumberland caused his
Mary, own son to,marry Lady Jane Grey, who was a Protestant
" and, being a great-granddaughter of Henry VII, had a
claim to the throne. When, however, Edward VI did
die, no one would acknowledge Lady Jane as queen,
Mary was chosen, and she punished Northumberland by
putting him to death. Lastly, Lady Jane Grey and her
husband were found guilty of high treason and beheaded,

Mary was a Catholic, as her mother had been; she
The was also half a Spaniard. All her ideas turned to Catholi-
h; cism and to Spain. She wished to restore the old religion,
and she resolved to marry her cousin, Philip II, King of
Spain. This was disastrous for England. Many were
determined not to return to the obedience of the Pope,